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LOCAL COUNCIL NEWS
members stretched over a three county
area.
With these objectives in mind, the
Council's Board took advantage of a Needs
Assessment Survey done by the Professional Development Advisory Council of
the local Intermediate School Districts.
Tri-County then responded to two of the
top ten ranking areas indicated by all
teachers' in-service needs. Since motivating the Reluctant Learner was No. 4 in
priority on the survey, Tri-County's fall
dinner meeting on October 28 at Coloma
High School presented Dr. Jack Frymier
on "Motivation and Leaming." Dr. Frymier avoided the trap of defining motivation or touting manipulation and gimmicks. Instead he discussed concrete ways
teachers and administrators could affect
the climate for motivation, and concluded
with a short film on techniques to achieve
"perfect programming" for the learner.
The Annual Workshops in Reading
were held Thursday, November 30 at
Lake Michigan College. Dr. Millie Youngberg, Andrews University Professor, presented AVT, an exciting new approach
for teaching phonics. Other workshops
included "Readiness", "Newspapers in
the Classroom," "Reading and Music,",
"Books to Share," and "Ideas, Games and
Activities."
Since the Needs Assessment Survey
indicated that programs for gifted and
talented also ranked in the top 10 areas
of concern, the workshop's guest speaker
was Phyllis Maul who spoke on "Reading
and the Gifted Student."
The March 1 dinner meeting at the
Berrien Springs Middle School featured
Dr. Robert Trezise. To update conference
participants on the "state" of reading, Dr.
Trezis~ spoke on a variety of topics, including statistics from the Michigan
Assessment Tests to discredit current misconceptions about reading. In regards to

1. The Northwestern Michigan Reading
Council is meeting three times this year
with a goal of interesting a number c
new members through the presentation
of a variety of topics. These topics are a
result of a survey done last spring.
Our Fall meeting featured Carolyn
Cummings discussing Creative Approaches
to Reading Instruction: Remedial-Gifted.
We are very exc;ited about our winter
meeting which consists of 6 mini-sessions
presented by our members and other
local educators. Session topics include:
Teaching the Gifted (primary and intermediate level); Book Making; The SelfConcept; Writing in Reading; and Reading
Skills at the College Level. Our participants will be able to attend three of the
sessions.
Our spring meeting will be on "Children and Poetry" featuring Dr. Linda
Markham, from Alma College and Judith
Lindenau of Traverse City, a published
poet and "writer-in-residence" at Traverse
City Jr. High.
Because of the distance from most
colleges and the limited number of inservice programs available to many of our
members, the Reading Council tries to
fill the need for updating and expanding
teaching skills. We feel this year's programs are helping to fill this need.
Submitted by:
Peg Townsend
Program Chairman N.W.M.R. Council
2. Tri-County Reading Council serves
Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren County in
the Southwestern corner of Michigan.
Council objectives for the 1978-79 year
were:
1. To continue to serve as a dynamic inservice group in reading
2. To have an impact on students' reading achievement
3. To increase communication between
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funding, Dr. Trezise spoke of the status
of Sec. 43, RIF, and Title II programs.
Finally, concrete means to increasing
comprehension were discussed as well as
the MEAP S11pport Materials for Reading.
Officers were elected for the 1979-80
year and 5 members received Certificates
of Commendation, including Past Presidents, Dwight Brink and Margaret Mantke;
Esther Clay, Corresponding Secretary for
2 years; and Marie McNell and Dr. Millie
Youngberg, charter members and compilers of Tri-County's first Membership

Directory. This achievement fulfilled the
goal of better communications between
members, as the Directory became a
reality.
Attendance at each meeting averages
between 70 and 100 educators. Clearly
Tri-County Reading Council is filling a
vital role as an in-service organization.
Submitted by:
Margaret Mantke
Immediate Past President
Tri-County Reading Council
March 7, 1979

Tri-County Reading Council newly elected officers for 1979-80. (left to right) President, Jerilee

Gregory; Vice-President, Jo Ann Boepple; Vice-President-elect, Carilye Hawkins; Treasurer, Rae
Holman; Corresponding Secretary, Charlotte Groff; Recording Secretary, Aoita Rutlin.

Our year's theme is to make reading
top priority in every school. Although
that is a heading theme, the council is
becoming known and respected as a professional organization with professional
members.
As a two proned approach is being
used for information to reading teachers
and teachers of reading in the classroom,
it is with tliis joint effort that our theme
will be achieved. Thus, all receive information. Although our membership is largely
elementary, we are getting interest from
secondary teachers and hope to continue
to expand our programs.
The MRA and sister councils have been
a great help and support. Members have
helped guide and give programs and inservice as well as make personal contact

3. The Thumb Area Reading Council was
chartered in 1978 to represent and serve
the counties of Tuscola, Huron, and part
of Sanilac. As the area is larger .than some
councils, board members were selected to
represent all counties and shall continue
to follow that procedure.
The purpose for forming the council
was the need of more programs and inservice for teachers of this area. It is
somewhat without large Intermediate
School Districts that can offer this service.
Yet, much talent and expertise exists in
this area and it was hoped to organize
for use of that talent as well as exposure
to · new ideas. This is being done. Our
teachers are traveling 30-50 miles for
programs being offered by the Reading
Council and membership is over 100.
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was worked on by sharing with neighboring councils. A poster was designed to
reach every school building in a six council area. This will also be included. It has
proved to remove the isolation of local
councils in our area and to expand
programs.
It is a renewing experience to be part
of a program that will improve the reading of children in the Thumb Area.
Submitted by:
Harriet O'Brien, President
Thumb Area Reading Council

for additional support and suggestions.
Truly, the MRA members have fulfilled
their role in helping the Thumb Area
Reading Council.
It should also be said that the strength
of the council comes from the support
and continued help of the local Board
members. No one knows, unless having
experienced it, the time and effort it takes
to serve on the board of a new council.
Meetings and planning went on for nearly
a year before charter, with a central meeting place always being 20-30 miles in
distance. Only sincere people with a great
desire to help children could be a part of
this project. With their help, community
support is growing and encouraging the
council.
A list of programs for this year is included with this letter. Another project

Let us hear your news! Send items to
Dr. Bonnie Schulwitz, Editor
The Michigan Reading Journal
52 Benton Road
Saginaw, MI 48602

NEW MRA SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP
Michigan Council for Gifted and Creative Students
President, Terre Davis; Vice-President, Jane Blough; Secretary, Marcia Beuter,
Treasurer, Jan Leik. Our plans include: 3 meetings a year (1 with MRA next spring).
First meeting next fall will be in connection with Gifted and Talented Conference
in Grand Rapids.
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